Channel - Frequently Asked Questions

Questions

1. 
Can the referrer remain confidential?


It is often relatives and friends of those most vulnerable that will be the first to know if someone is under the influence of extremists, to the extent that they could pose a harm to themselves and others.  Within our community we need to know who are vulnerable to this form of exploitation so that we can address the issue and ensure that appropriate help is provided.  


To ensure that people have the confidence to tell us their concerns, we make sure that their details are not disclosed.  When a member of the community calls us, we ensure that their details remain confidential.          

2.
Would the referred person be aware that they are being referred?


It is important to realise that preventing extremism does not solely relate to any particular age, ethnic group, or religious belief.  It should be noted that referrals have been made in relation to all forms of extremism; persons demonstrating vulnerability to race hate narratives, and other forms of extremism, are equally of concern to us.  Our sole objective is to ensure a safe and inclusive community, free from extremism and hatred.


Experience has shown that disclosing referral details is at times counterproductive; in terms of development and self-esteem of the person involved, and out of respect for the person making the referral.  It is worth bearing in mind that vulnerability to extremism can arise from some fundamental service that may be lacking in the lives of the person involved; such as education, health care or housing.  Once rectified, vulnerabilities can be reduced significantly through an appropriate professional intervention in their lives.   
3.
What police checks are undertaken?


It is important that all professional agencies involved in preventing violent extremism have as clear a picture as possible of the factors that have led a person potentially onto a path of extremism.  It is not our wish to criminalise those that have been exploited by others, or may be developing a skewed notion of right and wrong.  It is our wish to intervene at an early stage in order to stop, or prevent, them from seeking such a destructive and violent course.  Naturally, like any of the professional agencies who receive such a referral, we will check to see if a person came to our notice in the past.  We will seek to intervene positively in the lives of any person referred, regardless of any previous dealing that they may have had with the authorities.  We will not seek to criminalise their actions because of any previous history of offending.  
4.
What will be kept on the person’s record?


Preventing violent extremism is about identifying and managing vulnerabilities.  At no stage does the process seek to criminalise or stigmatise a person in any way whatsoever.


Entries are not made on a person’s criminal record.
5.
Is it primarily the Muslim community being targeted by this panel?


Research conducted following previous terrorist incidents noted that many of the people involved had been prey to extremists, and that with the correct form of intervention their path to violence could be stopped.  Channel does not target anyone, it reacts to referrals made from the community and seeks to provide positive influences in order to prevent the atrocities that we have seen all too frequently in the recent past.


The scheme seeks to manage the vulnerability from all forms of extremism, including both terrorism and hatred.  

6.
What will happen if a person is referred?


The reasons why people seek an extremist path are varied and complex; consequently, the needs of the person are assessed on an individual basis.  It is not possible to provide an answer that will address each set of circumstances.  Generally, once a referral is made, the professional agencies will convene a meeting to assess jointly the vulnerability of the person concerned and decide how best to intervene in their lives in a positive way.  This process is reviewed periodically to ensure that the service provided is appropriate and is addressing their needs.

The process seeks to ensure the safety of the person concerned and the community in which they live.  Preventing the vulnerable from a path of violent crime must be better than criminalising their actions later.

